Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.023; wR factor = 0.061; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.4.
In the title compound, [MnCl 2 (C 3 H 7 NO 2 ) 2 ], the Mn II ion is bound to two Cl atoms and to four O atoms from two lactamide molecules which act as bidentate ligands, giving rise to a highly distorted octahedral coordination geometry. The axial positions are occupied by one Cl atom and one O (hydroxy) atom. The values of the cis bond angles at the Mn atom are in the range 72.33 (5)-100.17 (6) . Of the two possible coordination modes (N,O-or O,O-bidentate) in metal complexes with lactamide or its derivatives described in the literature, the title compound exhibits the O,O-bidentate mode. In the crystal structure, monomeric manganese(II) complexes are linked by several N-HÁ Á ÁCl, O-HÁ Á ÁCl and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating a three-dimensional network.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Bekaert et al. (2005 Bekaert et al. ( , 2007 ; Chen et al. (2006) ; Girma et al. (2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf-Nonius, 1994 ); cell refinement: CAD-4 EXPRESS; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR92 (Altomare et al., 1994) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: CAMERON (Watkin et al., 1996) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: IM2054). (Bekaert et al., 2005) and [B(lactamide) 2 ] + (Bekaert et al., 2007) . Moreover, manganese is known to participate in a variety of biological reactions. We therefore studied and now report a new dichloromanganese(II) complex with lactamide ligands. Compound (1) (Figures 1 and 2 ).
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Experimental
Enantiomerically pure (S)-lactamide ((S)-2-hydroxypropionamide, 2.22 g, 25 mmol) is dissolved in 20 ml of hot ethanoic acid and manganese(II) dichloride (1.26 g, 10 mmol) is added to this solution. The solution is kept at room temperature for 72 h. Pink crystals of the title compound slowly appear in the solution, whereupon crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement H atoms except those bonded to methyl groups were located in a difference map and refined and a common displacement parameter. For methyl groups H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.96Å
with U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (C). 
Dichloridobis[(S)-2-hydroxypropionamide-κ 2
O,O']manganese(II)
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.030
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 30.0º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.5º 
Special details
